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Why Difficult?

assessed and verified
Hard covering 33 37
products
Floor coverings 23 47
Building insulants 23 49
Textile floor coverings 9 1L7/
n Fired Building 2 2
Materials Made from
Recycled Materials
TEI Floor/Wall Ceramic 6 10
Tile Products
CEC Ceramic tiles ( board ) 2 11
_ Indoor Floor 8 L7
Coverings
m Hard covering 3# Not Available
products

* Only count the criterion itself for the number of pages
i# Not available online, estimated with criterion preview

Criterion comparison among members

10
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Ideas about Mutual
Recognition

|ldeas about Mutual Recognition

&

&

&

Why Mutual Recognition?
Levels of Mutual Recognition
History of Mutual Recognition
Progress of Mutual Recognition
Why difficult?
Problems to be solved

Possible solution

Conclusion

12



Why Mutual Recognition ?

“1SO 14024, 5.18

» Mutual recognition, based on
confidence, should be encouraged.
There may be mutual recognition of
tests, inspections, conformity
assessment, administrative procedures
and, where appropriate, product
environmental criteria.

Why Mutual Recognition ?

« Reduce cost of international green
product certification (for manufacturers)

* Increase green product supply, facilitate
green consumption & procurement (for
consumers & governments)

e Avoid trade barrier (for international
trade)

13



Levels of Mutual Recognition

(" To maximize the
extent of mutual

- & MRA are
| -\ required

Different Levels of
mutual recognition

History of Mutual Recognition

s 1995 ~ 1997, Cooperation on Ecolabeling between
Green Mark (Taiwan) and Environmental Choice (Canada).

» 1997, First MRA signed between Green Mark &
Environmental Choice, first common criteria developed.

» 2003, Global Ecolabelling Network’ s Internationally
Coordinated Ecolabelling System (GENCIES) launched.
GENICES fosters mutual trust and cooperation among
GEN members.

« 2005, first GENICES partners (EDF & NZET) passed
GENICES peer review.

14



History of Mutual Recognition

« 2017, MOU signed among GENICES partners.

Members of the Global Ecolabelling Network (GEN),
who are members in good standing and who have
successitully completed the application and peer
review process of GEN’ s

Internationally Coordinated Ecolabelling System
(GENICES), have demonstrated their ecolabelling
programs meet a mutually agreed upon standard of
quality. By entering into this non-binding
aqgreement, which replaces the former multilateral
mutual recognition agreement, members express
their willingness to neqotiate joint Specific
Activities that rest on mutual recognition of each
other’ s programes.

History of Mutual Recognition

« CCC Projects Documented on GEN Website
- Toner Cartridges (2003)
. Paints (2003)
. Cars (2006)
- Digital Cameras (2006)
- Plastic Foam Packaging (2006)
- Personal Computers (undated)

Data from "Common Core Criteria- 2013 AGM.
Kathierine Stewart”

15
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15

10

Progress of Mutual Recognition

som

1

o
Sone

o105,

Signatories to the Global Ecolabelling Network

Memorandum of Understanding

Date
Country/Territory Global Ecolabelling Network Member signed
Australia Good Environmental Choice Australia 2017
Brazil Associacao Brasileira de Normas Tecnicas 2017
China China Environmental United Certification Center (CEC) 2017
China China Quality Certification Center [COC) 2018
Germany German Federal Environmental Agency 2017
Germany TUY Rheinland 2018
Hong Kang Green Council 2017
India Confederation of Indian Industry 2037
Israel The Standards Institution of Israel 2017
Japan Japan Enviranmental Association 2017
Kazakhstan International Academy of Ecology 2018
Harea Korca Environmental Industry ond Technology Institute 2017
Malaysia Sirim QAS Intematicnal $dn Bhd 2017
New Zealand Mew Zealand Ecolabelling Trust 2007
Mardic Countri Nordic Ecolabelling Board 2007
North America UL Environment 2017
Russia Ecological Union 2017
Talwan Environment and Development Foundation 2018
Thailand Thailand Environment Institute 8 |
Ukraine Living Planet 2617

Progress of Mutual Recognition

21

1

Test Report

E—

2

Audit Report Criteria Conformity Assessment

Scope of MRAs signed

16

Full Mutual Recognition

Until Oct. 2022



Progress of Mutual Recognition

Member Quantity Product item MRA Level Partner
Japan Environment | >1000 Image Equipment 3 Nordic Swan(62), KEITI
Association (440), NZET (448), TEI (91),
Blue Angel (4)
The New Zealand 256 Printers 3 JEA
Ecolabelling Trust
Environment and <50 Image Equipment, 1”2 TerraChoice, KELA, JEA, TEI
Development computer, Digital
Foundation Duplicators
Green Council 0
Hong Kong

TCO Development

TUV Rheinland

Living Planet

o|lolo| o

Green Choice
Philippines

Products certified with MRA -
Until 2020

®
f

Why Difficult?

i85
L -,,;
i & -,

Members are so diverse

(Natural environment, criterion scope,
certification requirements, etc...)

17




Why Difficult?

Self control or

3rd party
verified?

Testing? Documents
Sampling ? from applicant
Frequency? or suppliers?

Procedures?
Records?
How long?

Test Method?
Accredited lab?

Site Visit?

Different certification requirements

Why Difficult?

—— Requirements to be
m Pages of Criterion ™ | ;550550 and verified
33 37

Hard covering

products
Floor coverings 23 47
Building insulants 23 49
Textile floor coverings 9 17
Fired Building 2 g9
EDF Materials Made from
Recycled Materials
TEI Floor/Wall Ceramic 6 10
Tile Products
CEC Ceramic tiles ( board ) 2 11
Indoor Floor 8 17
Coverings
Hard covering 3# Not Available
products

* Only count the criterion itself for the number of pages
# Not available online, estimated with criterion preview

Criterion comparison among members

18
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Problems to be solved

For local SCP

™ e Natural, social, cultural environment
< differences make CCC difficult

oCa

— Market

e GPP usually opens to local labels only
e People are more familiar with local labels

For global green Trade

{| * Too many target markets for manufacturers

* Cost too much and take too long to apply for
local ecolabels even with MRAs

¢ Global CCC too difficult

e MRAs too few

Possible solutions

The

Market

. Respect the cultural 1

differences and local needs of
members.

. Continuously expand the 2

GENICES peer review to
enhance mutual trust among
members.

. Develop the methodology for

CCC & MRA. 3.

. Foster mutual recognition

among members with 4

suitable conditions.

20

Develop a “GEN-certified
ecolabel” focus only on

“global green trade” .

. Develop very clear “Common

criteria” & “Certification

procedure” for the GEN
Certified ecolabel.

Invite GENICES members to be
certification bodies.

. Promote it globally.

16



Possible solution

Partner Choosing

S EVE « Green label or S8 e Self control or
Ml gle)8  Sustainable Sulitezisehll 3™ party
structure BRELEY G\l verified?

At the member-to-member level, GEN can concentrate on
fostering cooperation between suitable partners 7

Possible solution

Pros

A G EN -C8 rtifiEd « One label for all with high credibility.

= No interference in the internal affairs of
ECOIabEI the members.
« Sufficient certification capacity with
existing GENICES members as
certification bodies.

» Lower cost for manufacturers

Cons

¢ Potential competition with
members.

¢ Resource for advocacy and
promotion?

GEN may exhibit the value of being an “Global
Network” of Ecolabels &

21



Conclusion

Differences between members should be respected.

It should not be the priority of GEN to alter how
members run their projects in their own markets.

MRAs should be signed only between/among
members with similar criteria & verification philosophy.
So is CCC.

A GEN-certified ecolabel focusing on global green
trade may make it much easier for the big

manufacturers and big buyers.

Conclusion

» With so many GENICES members, there is sufficient
certification capacity in place for this GEN-certified
ecolabel. GEN just need to develop common criteria
and certification/verification requirements.

It is necessary for GEN to organize workshops to
ensure that all partner members have a shared
understanding and interpretation of the common

criteria and verification requirements.

22



Conclusion

» The biggest concern is that GEN and members may
end up competing with each other. However, this
impact can be minimized through product item
selection, harmonization of criteria, and mutual

recognition of verification findings.

Thank You !

Chin-Yuan Chen
sediment@edf.org.tw
886-917588255

23
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